NAMED NATIONAL FOUR-YEAR DAILY NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR FOR 2020-21 IN THE COLLEGE MEDIA ASSOCIATION’S PINNACLE AWARDS

Thursday,
May 12, 2022

Volume 158
No. 43
SERVING SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY SINCE 1934

WWW.SJSUNEWS.COM/SPARTAN_DAILY

SEX MISCONDUCT INVESTIGATION

Students call out SJSU Title IX
By Eva Martin
STAFF WRITER

San Jose State Students Against
Sexual Assault (SASA) organized
a press conference in front of
the Spartan Complex East on
Wednesday, asking SJSU for more
staff members in the Title IX office
and improvements to fight against
sexual violence on campus.
SASA is a student organization
advocating for the university to
become a safe and supportive space
by ensuring Title IX protection,
according to its Instagram page.
Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972 protects
people from discrimination based
on sex in education programs
or activities that receive federal
finance assistance, according to
the U.S. Department of Education
website.
“The reason that we are holding
this event today is because we
want to bring attention to a huge
issue on the SJSU campus, and
that’s around the [SJSU] Title IX
reform that’s been happening
since 2021,” said SASA co-founder
and graduate social work student
Karlie Eacock.
SASA members asked the
SJSU Title IX office to hire at least
four additional staff members to
increase transparency by releasing
a regular quarterly report to the
campus community and improve
TITLE IX | Page 2
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SJSU social work freshman Jocelynn Esteban speaks out Wednesday outside the Spartan Complex in front other members of Students
Against Sexual Assault, a student group that established a recent report of allegations on the university’s “failures” within the Title IX oﬃce.

Human Rights
Institute hosts
Afghan journalists
By Bojana Cvijic
NEWS EDITOR
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Freshman Lucia Ortega Lopez lines up for a drive during the 2022 NCAA regionals in Ann Arbor, MI. on May 11.

SJSU women’s golf team heads
to fourth NCAA championship
By Gio Gaxiola
STAFF WRITER

The San Jose State women’s golf
team won the National Collegiate
Athletic Association Ann Arbor
Regional on Wednesday afternoon
in Ann Arbor, Michigan scoring
10-over-par.
The win sends the Spartans to the
NCAA National Championships in
Scottsdale, Arizona from May 20 -25.
After finishing day one tied for
fourth, the Spartans were able to
overtake University of Virginia

for the regional win.
“What a great day for San Jose State,”
said head coach Dana Dormann in
a Wednesday interview posted on
Twitter. “We are really excited to head
to nationals after an amazing spring.”
The SJSU women’s golf team has won
the NCAA National Championship
three times with the first in 1987
when Dormann was on the team.
It’s been three decades since they last
won a NCAA national championship
with its last championships coming in
1989 and 1992.
Dormann won the 1987 Pacific

Coast Athletic Association Player of
the Year and hoisted the trophy.
We d n e s d a y ’s
individual
championship winner went to SJSU
senior Natasha Andrea Oon with a
score of 6-under-par (207) over three
rounds on the par-71 course.
She beat out Virginia Tech’s
graduate Emily Mahar who finished
with a score of one-under-par (212).
It comes as no surprise as Oon
dominated the 2022 season as the
reigning Mountain West champion,
GOLF | Page 2

San Jose State’s Human Rights Institute hosted
a panel featuring Afghan journalists Masuma
Mohammadi and Faisal Karimi and research scholars
documenting the crisis in Afghanistan on Wednesday
at the Mack Lundstrom Newsroom at SJSU.
The scholar program, hosted by the Human
Rights Institute, provides opportunities for visiting
international scholars and educational opportunities
for SJSU students, faculty and community members,
according to its website.
On August 15, 2021, Afghanistan’s capital Kabul
was captured by the Taliban which led to the
overthrow of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
and reestablished the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
under the control of the Taliban, according to an
Associated Press article published the same day.
Halima Kazem-Stojanovic, lecturer in Journalism
and Mass communications at SJSU said the day Kabul
fell to the Taliban, she got hundreds of messages from
friends and colleagues describing the situation in
Afghanistan, asking for help.
In an email sent on August 15, 2021,
Kazem-Stojanovic wrote to her fellow SJSU colleagues
AFGHANISTAN | Page 2

Editor’s Note:
The Spartan Daily will resume
publication on Aug. 19, 2022.
For breaking news,
visit sjsunews.com
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TITLE IX
Continued from page 1
its overall community
outreach.
“I’m proud of them for
bringing this forward,” SJSU
Interim President Steve
Perez said in an interview
after the news conference.
“That’s how our community
is gonna be best off and
that’s how we’ll best be able
to interact with each other
and meet our mission.”
Perez said he’s looking
forward to speaking with
SASA members at their
scheduled meeting on
Monday.
Concerns
about
SJSU Title IX were raised
after Scott Shaw, former
SJSU athletic trainer and
director of sports medicine,
had been charged with
violating civil rights of at least
four female student athletes
from 2017-20 for engaging
in sexual misconduct,
according to a March 10 U.S.
attorney’s office news release.
Eacock
said
SASA
decided to gather in front of
the Spartan Complex East in
reference to Shaw’s victims.
“We think that what
happened with Scott Shaw,
damaged the relationship
that students have with
the campus,” Eacock said.
“We feel that over the past
eight months, SJSU has
failed to engage with the
campus community and
make amends.”
The U.S. Department of
Justice found in September
2021 that SJSU failed
to adequately answer to

sexual misconduct reports
for more than a decade,
according to a Sept 22, 2021
DOJ news release. The DOJ
and SJSU made a resolution
agreement requiring the
university to reform its Title
IX office, according to the
same news release.
Among the requirements,
SJSU was asked to increase
the number of Title IX staff
workers, which should
be made of at least 5
members, according to the
SJSU-DOJ agreement.
Eacock said only two
people have been hired to
work for the SJSU Title IX
office after all the previous
staff members were removed
from office in October 2021.
“We have 36,000 students
who are hoping to have a
campus that responds to
sex and gender violence, as
it is our right as students,”
she said.
SJSU Interim President
Perez said there are currently
three full time workers in
the Title IX office, and the
university is trying to hire
three additional ones.
“While we have had open
positions, and we have made
offers for those positions,
we haven’t been able to
successfully hire somebody,”
Perez said. “We’re working as
hard as we can to make that
happen and looking forward
to when it does.”
Sage Hopkins, swimming
and diving head coach, said
there is a statewide Title IX
system in distress in need of
structural reform.
“We are now at a point
where we can begin
reimagining what our
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Students Against Sexual Assault members advocate for more university action toward Title IX outside of the Spartan
Complex, which is a base on the main campus for university athletics, during their news conference on Wednesday.

Title IX system should
look like, a system that
ensures a safe and inclusive
environment for every single
member of our campus
community,” Hopkins said.
Jocelynn
Esteban,
SJSU social work student and
SASA member, said Hopkins
is a “hero” who brought light
to Shaw’s alleged sexual
misconduct and helped get
justice for the victims.
After
former
SJSU President Mary
Papazian learned of a
300-page dossier compiled
by Hopkins including notes
and emails regarding claims
against Shaw that was
circulated throughout the
Mountain West Conference
and NCAA, she reopened
the matter in December

2019, according to past
Spartan Daily reporting.
Hopkins read a statement
sent by an SJSU swimming
alumna sexually abused by
Shaw in 2010, who remained
anonymous for safety
concerns.
“This past year we gained
some redemption,” said in
the anonymous student’s
testimony read by Hopkins.
“But recognition isn’t enough,
for 12 years I lived knowing
that my truth was ignored
by a university that told me
to be honest.”
SASA members are also
asking the university to
remove five administrative
members “who have been
complicit” in Shaw’s case.
Eacock said SASA will
name the five members

allegedly involved in the
mishandling of Shaw’s case
at the SASA meeting with
the SJSU Interim President
Steve Perez.
Perez said SJSU is waiting
for the results of an ongoing
California State University
commissioned investigation
before responding to
SASA’s
demand
for
the
administrative
members’ removal.
Social work master
student and SASA member
Alexandra Ferry said that
multiple California State
University campuses have
been impacted by the failure
of their administration to
enforce and comply with
Title IX.
Former CSU Chancellor
Joseph Castro resigned

after a USA Today sixmonth investigation revealed
years of sexual harrassment
being
mishandled
at
California State University
Fresno, according to a Feb.
17 USA Today article.
“In recent news, multiple
CSU campuses have been
impacted by the failure
of their administration
to enforce and comply
with Title IX,” Ferry said.
“Our message to the CSU
is that you must do better
for your students.”

Follow the Spartan Daily
on Twitter @SpartanDaily
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to see if they could organize with
other universities to help evacuate
vulnerable people in Afghanistan.
“I’m inundated with calls and
messages from Afghan professors
and journalists I have worked with
for 20 years, and I’m part of a few
groups scrambling to lobby for
evacuation plans for vulnerable
people,” Kazem-Stojanovic wrote.
Kazem-Stojanovic reached out
to fellow Afghan professors and
asked them to fill out U.S. visa
applications, while organizing a
push to have SJSU colleagues call
elected officials, reach out to other
universities including University
of California, Berkeley, and ask
for emergency funds to help
evacuate people.
“It’s been nine months of
learning for us, what it means
to bring people to safety, and
what it means to bring people
who do the same work we do,”
Kazem-Stojanovic said during
the panel.
Mohamaddi and Karimi are the
first Afghan scholars to be a part
of SJSU’s visiting Afghan scholar
program, which started “the day
[Afghanistan] fell to the Taliban,”
according to William Armaline,
associate professor of sociology
and founding director of the
SJSU Human Rights Institute.
“We didn’t get them out.
They got themselves out . . .
They knew the conditions,
they knew how to maneuver
through their environments,”
Kazem-Stojanovic said.
Karimi is here as a scholar
conducting research regarding
media in human rights and
interdisciplinary
research
in media communications
in human rights.
“I also left my house, my family,
and my kids at my brother’s house,
to prevent any possible danger
from the Taliban side,” Karimi said
during the panel.
With more than 20 years
experience in journalism, Karimi
currently is also the founder
and managing director of the
Afghanistan Institute for Research
Studies and he founded the only
women’s news agency called
Afghanistan Women’s News
in 2016.

who can now add regional
champion to her list of accolades.
“I approached the last two days
with a fresh mind,” Oon said. “I am
proud of myself and I had nothing
to lose today.”
Oon was not the only Spartan
to finish in the top five.
Freshman Lucia Lopez Ortega
finished tied for third with a
score of even (213) over three
rounds on the par-71 course.
SJSU senior Antonia Malate
finished tied for 13 with a score
of five-over-par (218) over three
rounds on the par-71 course.
After having a fantastic Mountain
West tournament, junior Kajsa
Arwefjall stumbled in the Ann
Arbor regional.
Arwefjall’s final score was an
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Afghan journalists Masuma Mohammadi (left) and Faisal Karimi, discuss their experiences of reporting
in Afghanistan while navigating their departures when it fell to the Taliban in September 2021.

Karimi spoke about how
he had to destroy the sim card
on his phone so he could not
be tracked through GPS by
the Taliban.
“I stayed one night at my
brother’s house, and the next night
I stayed at my sister’s house, the
other night I hid in my father-inlaw’s house, I wore local clothes,
I grew a beard, so I could not
be identified by the Taliban,”
Karimi said.
Mohamaddi is a journalist
and women’s rights activist, who
has worked as a radio reporter
for the United Nations News
service and “hello countrymen,
countrywomen,” a popular radio
program in Afghanistan.
Kazem-Stojanovic
said
Mohamaddi also established
her own organization offering
resources for women reporters in
her home country and to raise
public awareness of women’s
rights while strengthening their
presence in society, politics
and the economy.
“I still remember August 15 as
the worst day of my life, the day
when the achievements of many
years of thousands of Afghan men
and women were lost, and millions
of people were disappointed in
Afghanistan,” Mohamaddi said
during the panel.
In 2020, Mohammadi also
created the Equality News agency,
and worked with other media
outlets to publish articles about
women’s issues whose work in this
field put her “in grave danger,”

said Kazem-Stojanovic.
“My colleagues and I were
in our office until we heard the
Taliban were coming, no one
expected this to happen, we left
our office immediately [and] we
were only able to take our laptops
with us,” Mohamaddi said. “And to
quickly destroy all our documents
with details of our colleagues so
they would not fall into the hands
of the Taliban.”
Mohamaddi rushed home to
get her children, 19-years-old
and 9-years-old respectively, and
move to the house of one of their
relatives, she said during the panel.
“I did not realize this was our
last moment of our presence in
our house, and we would never go
back,” Mohamaddi said.
After the panel, questions were
open to the audience.
Matthew McCormick, assistant
director of the SJSU international
house, asked how the international
community can help Afghanistan.
“It seems that we feel that
the international community
for Afghans is not a priority,”
Karimi said.
After the Russian invasion of
Ukraine on February 24, advocates
worried the Ukrainian war would
overshadow the Afghanistan
conflict, according to an
April 4 NPR article.
“. . . Ukrainian refugees
rightfully so, need the support
and assistance, but there’s been a
lot of discrimination against black
and brown refugees as opposed
to white, European refugees,”

Kazem-Stojanovic said in
an interview.
Kazem-Stojanovic feels the
United States holds more of a
responsibility to Afghanistan
than Ukraine.
“The U.S.’ funding under the
Soviet Cold War, and created
these groups, and the funding
that went to Pakistan in the last
20 years, that continued to fuel
the Taliban, which forced their
resurgence,” Stojanovic said. “So
there’s a direct responsibility that
the United States has in this not
just in the last year, not just in
the last 20 years, but for almost
four years.”
Mohamaddi
hopes
the
international
community
will listen to Afghan voices
and not believe the Taliban in
their “vow” to respect women,
according to an Aug. 17, 2021
Associated Press article.
“They’re
lying,
they’re
completely lying. They haven’t
changed their mind, their
views . . . They are all the same
as they were 20 years ago,”
Mohamaddi said.
The Visiting Scholars Program
is funded through for the 20222023 academic year at SJSU,
Armaline said.
“They will be working on their
research, in partnership with
other Afghan scholars, but also in
partnership with professors and
students here,” Armaline said.
Follow the Spartan Daily
on Twitter @SpartanDaily

The team is firing on all
cylinders, I can’t wait to
keep on playing.
Dana Dormann

SJSU head golf coach

11-over-par (224) over three rounds
on the par-71 course finishing tied
for 26 rounding out the Spartans
line up was sophomore Louisa
Carlbom.
She tied for 43 with a score
of 17-over-par (230) over three
rounds on the par-71 course.
“The team is firing on all
cylinders,” Dormann said. “I can’t
wait to keep on playing.”
Heading to the NCAA National
Championship isUniversity of
Virginia, University Of Arkansas
and the University of Michigan.
The Spartan Cinderella story
continues into the NCAA National
Championships starting on May 20.

Follow Gio on
Twitter @GaxiolaGio
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Experts discuss megaraptor discovery
By Madilynne Medina
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

Paleontology experts are discussing recent
fossils found in Argentina that belonged to the
largest megaraptor dinosaur unearthed to date.
Scientists at the Argentine Museum of
Natural Sciences “Bernardino Rivadavia”
announced the discovery in an April 26 Nature
journal scientific report which revealed that
the apex-predator measured three stories
long from head to tail and weighed about
five tons.
Aranciaga Rolando, an Argentine
paleontologist who scientifically named
the dinosaur “Maip macrothorax,” said
megaraptors are a group of flesh-eating giants
that roamed what is now South America,
according to a May 4, CBS News article.
“When I lifted the vertebra and saw that
it had the characteristics of a megaraptor, it
was really a huge thrill,” Aranciaga said in the
same article.
According to the Nature journal scientific
report, the first part of the megaraptor’s
name, “Maip” comes from an “evil”
mythological figure of Patagonia’s indigenous
Aonikenk people.
The second part of the name,
“macrothorax,” is a reference to the dinosaur’s
4-feet-wide chest cavity, according to the same
scientific report.
Bradley Buerer, San Jose State geology
lecturer who teaches “Age of Dinosaurs,” said
the dinosaur is one of the largest animals to
exist near the end of the age of dinosaurs - the
Cretaceous period.
“The megaraptors, in particular, are claw
based predators,” he said in a Zoom call. “So
they have really big claws, three fingers and
two of them have big claws on them - so they’d
be using those claws to tear us apart basically
[if the dinosaurs existed today].”
Buerer said when people hear the
term “megaraptor” they may think of
the velociraptors depicted in the 1993
“Jurassic Park” film.
“That’s what the megaraptors were originally
thought to be - basically giant versions of those
animals,” he said. “But as science progressed
and we found more fossils, it turns out that
that wasn’t the case . . . they’re actually not as
closely related to the other raptor dinosaurs as
we might expect.”
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Buerer said scientists have developed
different models relating megaraptors more
closely to dinosaurs such as the Allosaurus or
Tyrannosaurus Rex.
Before the Maip macrothorax’s fossils
were discovered, paleontologists already
had some knowledge of dinosaurs in the
megaraptor family.
The first group of megaraptors was
discovered in 1996 in the province of Neuquén,
the capital city of Argentina, followed by the
discoveries of another group of megaraptors
in Australia, Japan and Thailand, according
to an April 27 statement by the same
Argentine scientists who published the
Nature journal report.
Carlie Pietsch, SJSU assistant geology
professor, said the Maip macrothorax’s large
size represents the diversity and evolution of
dinosaurs in the Cretaceous period.
“[Megaraptors] are representing this
diversity that is sort of spread out - building
all these different ecological niches,” she said.
“And so I would say that this megaraptor is
representative of this predator that is sort
of filling this apex-predator space in South

CLASSIFIEDS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE

America, [similar to] how we have up the
T-Rex here in North America.”
The fossils of Maip macrothorax were found
in Estancia La Anita, an area in Argentina’s
Santa Cruz Province, according to the same
April 27 statement.
Pietsch said areas including South
America and China were often overlooked
or understudied, which is why new dinosaur
fossils are still being discovered in those areas.
“We’re still this is sort of the golden age
of South American and Asian dinosaurs,”
she said. “We have discovered many of the
things that we’re going to discover in North
America though I would not suggest at all that
there’s not more to find here in North America
as well.”
Pietsch said the 1800s were a “golden
age” for fossil discoveries in North America
because where people chose to look for
dinosaurs was tied to colonial history and
varying economies.
“The economics of the countries also
really drives how much paleontological
work there is, which makes sense,” she said.
“If you don’t have a very strong economy,

you’re not going to spend a bunch of
money digging up dinosaur fossils.”
She said as different world economies
developed in Argentina and China, they
developed strong research institutions and
became centers of new discoveries.
Buerer added that by discovering the
Maip macrothorax’s fossils, scientists can
better understand the prehistoric period in
South America.
He said scientists haven’t found complete
fossils of megaraptors yet, but particular
parts of the reptile can help piece together
information about the dinosaurs.
“[With] this particular discovery, they just
have some of the vertebrae of the animal and
some of the ribs here and there but no skull
or not much of the limbs or anything like
that,” he said. “We’re doing the best that we
can to puzzle through what these things are
and what they would look like – so every new
megaraptor discovery helps us to fill in a lot of
that information.”

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

Follow Madilynne on Twitter
@madilynneee

JOKIN’
AROUND
"What did
50cent do
when he was
hungry?”

“58!”

SOLUTIONS

ACROSS
1. Not second
6. After-bath powder
10. Felines
14. Ancient Roman magistrate
15. Diva’s solo
16. Melange
17. Complete
18. Marine mammal
19. Baseball glove
20. Primary
22. Buddies
23. C
24. Stage
26. Vote
30. Buffalo
32. Perpendicular to the keel
33. Residents of a colony
37. Thick slice
38. Chefs
39. Margarine
40. Pleasure seekers
42. Contemptuous look
43. Leases
44. Wasteland
45. Illustrated
47. Martini ingredient
48. Jacket
49. Epinephrine
56. Countertenor
57. Natural satellite

58. This day
59. French for “Black”
60. Scent
61. Drama set to classical
music
62. “Iliad” city
63. Mark down
64. Absorbs written material
DOWN
1. Celebration
2. False god
3. Religious ceremony
4. Criticize severely
5. Telecommunication
6. Flavor
7. District
8. Teller of untruths
9. West Indian musical pieces
10. Friends
11. Assumed name
12. What books are called
13. Drunkards
21. Mesh
25. Term of endearment
26. Big party
27. Capable
28. Its symbol is Pb
29. Scientist’s workshop
30. Footwear
31. Anagram of “Silk”

33. Price
34. Away from the wind
35. Lascivious look
36. Classify
38. A spice
41. Without precedent
42. Legislator
44. Cacophony
45. Sorrow
46. Relative magnitudes
47. Category
48. Tilt
50. Birdbrain
51. Origin
52. Easy gait
53. Notion
54. Aromatic ointment
55. Nestling hawk
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Five best albums of 2022 so far
By Saumya Monga

It was hard to narrow down this list to just five albums since we’ve seen incredible
releases from so many artists but here are five albums I’ve had on repeat.
There’s nothing I love more than being transported to a soundscape created by an
This year, music fans have seen exceptional releases from a variety of artists with artist. Music has always been a visual experience for me and each of these albums
some albums changing the trajectory of the music industry.
provided me with an escape from the monotony of my daily life.
From loud punk to conceptual albums based in space, every album had distinct
I hope these albums do the same for you:
sounds that left me in awe.
A&E EDITOR

No. 5: “Crushed” - Thomston
New Zealand singer-songwriter Thomston’s latest album “Crushed”
Crushed”
is an atmospherically lush album, featuring steady synths
hs and
layered vocals.
His lyricism paints a picture of an idyllic summer, filled with
th late
night drives and yearning for lost and new loves.
The first song, “JPA989” ends with layers of his gentle vocals
creating an angelic chorus. It’s a perfect introduction to the album
um that
places listeners in the middle of summer as life slows down.
Thomston plays with his vocals on every track, sometimes
mes
autotuning them, harmonizing with himself or sometimes
using them as background instrumentation.
As the main producer and songwriter, his musicianship
is apparent and it takes exceptional skill to manipulate
one’s vocals to imitate guitars and have them go from
weightless to heavy.
On “April,” he takes us through the stages of his relationship
from January-April.
At the end of every word on the pre-chorus, he stacks
his vocals once again and reintroduced the angelic choir
on the chorus.
Instead of stacking his vocals on the next pre-chorus,

No. 4: “Five Seconds Flat”
- Lizzy McAlpine

5

he shouts the last word, stretching his voice to describe the frustration of an
ending relationship.
The next track, “Magnolia” is the only feature on the album with
singer-songwriter
singer son
and producer Zeph.
“Magnolia”
“
sounds like the perfect summer night song but the lyrics
d
describe the opposite as Thomston sings about being home for the
summer but feeling distant from friends and from his loved one.
Toward the end, the tracks become more mellow as he reflects on
his own failure in his romantic relationships.
In the ballad “Sooner,” he croons, “But baby, I’m gonna let you
down, later or sooner.” The track is stripped down, placing the focus
d
eentirely on his heavy voice, brimming with emotion.
The pain in Thomston’s vocals is visceral and at times it sounds as
though he’s singing through tears. He emotes beautifully and the ache
cuts through listeners’ hearts.
Synth waves introduced the next song “Crushed” as his deep vocals
sing about crashing his car.
Thomston’s album revolves around the unbearable burden of our
emotions
and the way we can get “crushed” by their sheer weight.
e
His
vocals
and spacey instrumentations transport you to an endless
H
summer
night
where every moment feels straight out of a film.
su

Midway through the song, Collier adds electronic synths that sound like space
guns.
“Reckless Driving” is a duet with Ben Kessler and a conversation between two
lovers. McAlpine sings about being worried about her lover not keeping his eyes on
the road and hands on the wheel when he is driving. She doesn’t love him as much
Singer-songwriter Lizzy McAlpine’s last couple albums including her 2020 as he loves her.
It places you in the vehicle as they’re speeding down the highway. You can feel
“Give Me A Minute” were dominated by her mellow guitar melodies and soft vocals.
It was fitting for the lyrics, which surrounded the despair that followed after a failed the fear in McAlpine’s voice and at the
t end, listeners do a double take because of its
reckless driving got them into a car accident.
relationship. She sings about running away to the mountains,
untains, seeing things that abrupt end, indicating that his reckl
Many songs on the album make listeners do a double take. On
remind her of her ex-lover and breaking up with someonee over the phone.
“Firearm,” the song unexpectedly speeds up with an electric guitar
“Five Seconds Flat” still has songs about heartbreak but
ut she takes a different
approach, one that’s centered on anger. She’s traded in herr acoustic guitar for
and heavy drums.
“Five Seconds F
Flat” tells a story, one with sharp twists and turns
drums, aggressive sound effects and electric guitars. It’s quite
uite a departure and
and told with a group of exceptional collaborators including
at first, I was doubtful whether it would work since her breathy vocals mix
singer-songwriters
well with gentle guitars.
singer-songwrite FINNEAS and Jacob Collier.
It reflects the
But McAlpine shows listeners a more wide-ranging side of her vocals
th darker sides of life and how sometimes the
more negative emotions of anger might be fun to indulge in
which works brilliantly with the more synth-heavy production.
ction. Many of the
occasionally.
songs start off slow but progress to include synths and hardcore
dcore harmonies.
She ends the album on a hopeful note with “Orange
The album opens with “Doomsday,” introducing listeners
ers to a haunting,
Show Speedway,”
introducing listeners to her younger,
somewhat morbid soundscape.
Spe
more jjoyful self. It’s nostalgic and the perfect way to
Before the bridge arrives, the track goes completely silent
nt and is cut by
end an album that started with a morbid song titled
gunshot sounds.
“Doomsday.”
On “Erase Me,” she collaborates with English producer and singer
“Do
Life
Jacob Collier whos
who’s known for layering vocals and usingg them as
L comes full circle and in the midst of indulging
your
background instruments.
yo darker emotions, hope makes its return.

No. 3: “THE UNRAVELING OF
PUPTHEBAND” - PUP
Many punk artists have always had some sort of humor surrounding their music. The
band Panic at the Disco! humorously give all of their songs long titles, including “Lying Is
the Most Fun a Girl Can Have Without Taking Her Clothes Off” but not many have curated
entire albums about failing miserably at being a musician.
On “THE UNRAVELING OF PUPTHEBAND” by punk band PUP, they
sing about the tumultuous ride of stardom, falling from great heights and rising up again only
to get caught up in corporate greed.
Throughout it all, they humorously crack jokes about their band being a
“board of directors” that act as puppets to their label. It’s the reality of the music
industry and PUP uses it to their advantage. Why act against the system when
you can use it?
It’s a very punk mentality and many of their songs sound extremely disorganized. It’s noise
punk at its best: loud and unabashedly self aware.
On “Robot Writes a Love Song,” they sing about a machine “dying” and bringing it back
to life by getting a new robot “body.” It’s a funny reflection of the state of our society which is
quickly approaching humans falling in love with robots.
The listeners never know if the lyrics are serious but the infectious guitar riffs are catchy
enough that it doesn’t matter. Falling in love with a robot doesn’t seem that far-fetched
anymore.
The vocals are rough as they shout over a cacophony of drums and guitars.

No. 2: “Asha’s Awakening”- Raveena
Indian-American singer-songwriter Raveena Aurora invites listeners into the
world of Asha, a woman who’s coming back down from space and experienc
experiencingg
human emotions for the first time.
Her voice is light and breezy as she combines English
ish lyrics with Hindi,
blending both aspects of her identity harmoniously.
th mind-altering
Through Asha, Raveena describes falling in love with
drugs, natural wonders of the world and other people.
sic influences by
Throughout the album, Raveena blends Bollywood music
including Indian bells and harmonies.
nces and colorful
Although most people think of cheesy dance sequences
m industry, Raveena
outfits when they think of Bollywood which is India’s film
he was young.
takes inspiration from the old classic songs from when she
Her higher range vocals are reminiscent of Indian singer
Shreya Ghoshal, who’s known for her expansive range.
“Rush” ends with a few verses in Hindi which translate to,
ing else go.”
“Hold onto my heart, say you agree (with me), let everything
ch emotes
It’s an ethereal introduction to the rest of the album which
a calming energy.
The second track “Secret,” in a collaboration with singer and
um beat in
rapper Vince Staples, is a sensual song with a catchy drum
rds.
the background as Raveena’s vocals float through the words.
ear
Toward the end of the song, listeners can faintly hear
n
the sounds of a ghungroo, which are small bells worn

No. 1: “MOTOMAMI” - Rosalia
Rosalia’s single “La Fama” featuring Canadian singer-songwriter The Weeknd was a
brilliant intro to her fourth and latest album “MOTOMAMI,” which features Rosalia’s slick
voice dancing over a catchy melody.
Although the single sounds a bit different from the rest of the album’s highenergy songs, it’s an excellent introduction to Rosalia’
liass versatility which is present on
every single track.
“MOTOMAMI” was a highly-anticipated album
m since Rosalia began changing
the sound of pop music since her 2017 album “Los Ángeles”.
eles”.
Her 2019 single “Con Altura” featured addictive
tive instrumentation with
classic Reggaeton beats. Fans and critics alike anticipated
pated “MOTOMAMI” in
hopes she would build off of the R&B sound from her singles.
ingles.
The album transcended all expectations and showcased her
distinct way of making music. Mostly produced by Rosalia herself,
each track surprises the listener as she introducess a different
side of herself.
“Hentai” is a slow ballad that describes longing forr sensual
pleasures. It’s a heavy contrast given that most artistss would
have opted for a harsher sound for a song about sex, but Rosalia
always strives to keep listeners on their toes.
Most tracks don’t follow a standard song format. She
mixes verses, choruses and bridges around with listeners
ners
never knowing what’s coming next.

The next track “Matilda”
opens with a catchy
electric guitar melody as
they continue to shout
out over
loud instrumentation.
n.
There is an autotuned
tuned
guitar solo at the bridge
before the shouting
outing
vocals about creating
ng songs
naturally without worrying
about writing them down.
It
feels
like
ke
PUP
wrote
the
entire
album
lbum
that
way:
d members sat together and created whatever guitar melodies
it’s as if the band
dless of how brash or excessive they were.
came to mind regardless
They asked, “Whyy not?” to every single ridiculous idea thrown out there. For a band that
has been around for more than 10 years, it makes sense that they’ve reached a point in their
career where they’ve finally escaped formulaic music creation.
Verses, choruses, lyrics about love are great and everything but PUP’s found a home in not
making any sense at all. And it couldn’t sound better.
After each song ends, uncomfortable silence fills the air, similar to the feeling of coming
home from a loud concert. Listeners get a brief break before PUP once again draws us
into their extremely raucous world.

on ankles of Indian dancers. When they dance, each step makes a jingling sound,
making the dancers themselves the music.
It’s fitting since the entire album is about becoming one with everything
beautiful the world has to offer such as natural elements and psychedelic drugs.
Raveena welcomes us to her India, one that is filled with elegant sounds
and ange
onies. It’s
t s an India
ndi that’s not often represented in media, let
angelicc ha
harmonies.
alone music.
Raveena’s India is one that I grew up with and hearing it on
this album transport
transported me to my grandparents’ garden on the
balcony of their
th house in New Delhi.
The alb
album ends with a 13-minute guided
meditation, asking us to slow down as we reenter
reality from the soundscape on “Asha’s Awakening.”
Since thi
this is only Raveena’s second album, her
career is just
ju beginning and I imagine she has even
more stunn
stunning worlds to take us through her music.

In the middle of “CUUUUuuuuuute,” she breaks into a sustained note and the
drumline present throughout the first half is replaced with a piano,
mimicking a ballad.
She switches it up so seamlessly that listeners will be left speechless at how incredible the
album sounds.
“Delirio de Grandeza” takes inspiration from her Spanish background and
transports listeners to the 1960s. Her vocals are sharp and clear as an accordion plays
in the background.
Her consistent vocals go from quiet to fast
fa rapping to complex vibrattos to belting sustained
notes. At times, this happens in the same ssong.
Her vocals are autotuned
au
to fit electronic instrumentation but
it never sounds un
unnatural– nothing sounds unnatural for Rosalia.
Her voice and sound fit every single genre from R&B to
Reggaeton to ballads.
ba
She carries every sound with confidence
to the point that
th it sounds as if she was an originator of
the genre.
It’s a talent few artists have but years of being in the industry have
allowed Rosalia
Ros to be courageous in her production.
“MOTOMAMI”
“MO
is bold, beautiful and immense. If this
is the beginning of Rosalia’s career, listeners and critics
should
shou be ready to continue to be impressed by her next
musical eras which are sure to once again shake up the
musi
music industry.

Follow Saumya on Twitter
@MongaSaumya

ILLUSTRATION BY DAISHA SHERMAN
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A crowd gathers at Nirvana Soul’s Cupertino location which is on the first floor of the Nineteen800 luxury apartments on Vallco Parkway. The store’s grand opening was on April 30.

Sisters bring soul to Cupertino
By D’Netrus Chevis-Rose

Soul is one of the first
Black-owned businesses in the
Cupertino area.
“We’re excited to be a
Nirvana Soul has made a
prominent name for itself among Black-owned business and to
local residents and visitors in be in an area that is what you
Downtown San Jose. A year after don’t always see, we deserve
the downtown cafe opened, the to be here too and we’re
coffee shop has further expanded really excited to see what
its trendy reputation, opening
a new location on April 30
in Cupertino.
About 10 miles from San
Jose State, the new Nirvana
Soul location is on the first
floor of the Nineteen800
luxury
apartments
on
Vallco Pkwy.
The Black family-owned
coffee shop is managed by
two sisters, Jeronica Macey,
Nirvana Soul chief executive
officer and Be’Anka Ashaolu, we could do in this area,”
chief marketing officer.
Macey said. “We’re expecting
They said they were elated to bring people together
to unveil the anticipated new through the power of coffee
location
and
consistently and tea, where people can
updated customers on the feel comfortable.”
progress through the Nirvana
Macey
and
Ashaolu
Soul Instagram account.
founded Nirvana Soul in
Macey
said
Nirvana Downtown
San
Jose
in

STAFF WRITER

September 2020.
Since then, their energetic
and warm-hearted attitudes are
why the coffee shop has quickly
grown in popularity and keeps
customers coming back to
Nirvana Soul, aside from the
heavenly tasting coffee and tea.
Archit Mahale, SJSU history

having open mic events,”
Mahale said. “But I hope that
people know Nirvana Soul is
a great atmosphere for . . . the
community to be at and I think
that they can take that energy
wherever they go,” Mahale said.
Ashaolu explained that the
new business has been going

We’re excited to be a Black-owned business and to be in an area that is
what you don’t always see, we deserve to be here too and we’re really
excited to see what we could do in this area.
Jeronica Macey

chief executive oﬃcer for Nirvana Soul

sophomore, frequents the
downtown location at least 2-3
times a week for the iced banana
mocha coffee and the weekly
open mic events.
“I think a big part of
Nirvana Soul culture in
the downtown location is
being close to students and

really well since it opened last
month. “We’re getting a lot
of families, but also students,
Downtown San Jose regulars,
which is super fun, professionals
from Apple and other companies
and neighbors of all backgrounds
and ages,” Ashaolu said in an
Instagram direct message.

Dominic Hughes, a barista
at Nirvana Soul, has noticed
some differences between
the
Cupertino
and
the
bustling Downtown San Jose.
“I will say [Cupertino] is
definitely more family oriented,”
he said.“There’s a lot more family
and a lot more couples, compared
to downtown with conventions
going on, there’s a mixture of
everybody… here everything is
just more relationship oriented.”
Mahale said he will probably
still visit the downtown location
more than the Cupertino store
because it’s a longer drive from
his SJSU dorm.
“I’m happy this location
does exist for other students,
or other schools and different
high schools, so they can also
fall in love with Nirvana Soul,”
Mahale said. “Wherever there
is a youth population, these
types of coffee shops will
always thrive.”
Follow D’Netrus on Twitter
@dchevisrose
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UCF launches new QR code jerseys
By Eva Martin
STAFF WRITER

University of Central Florida
introduced new football jerseys
during its spring games which
replaced the traditional player
number with a QR Code on
the back.
When someone scans the back
of the player’s jersey, the link
on the code sends them to the
athlete’s biography on the UCF’s
athletics website, their stats for the
season, online accounts, charities
they support and merchandise
player’s websites.
UCF football has already
transformed the traditional jersey
by exchanging the last name in
the back with players’ Twitter
handles last year, according to an
April 19 ESPN article.
Student-athletes’ promotion
changed since the National
Collegiate Athletic Association
(NCAA) allowed athletes to
benefit from their name, image
and likeness (NIL), according to a
June 30, 2021 NCAA news release.
Athletes are now allowed to get
paid for NIL marketing deals. Prior
to this policy shift, the NCAA did
not allow athletes to receive money
from personal sponsorships or
endorsement deals.
“UCF’s innovative idea on the
QR code is a unique and intriguing
way to directly engage fans directly
with the Student-athletes,” said Sky
Kerstein, San Jose State athletics
director of multimedia.
Kerstein said that innovation has
always been critical to the growth
of collegiate sports including
NIL marketing opportunities for
student athletes.
Branden Alvarez, SJSU football
wide receiver freshman wide
receiver, said UCF’s QR codes are a
great idea helping student athletes
to gain more recognition.
“[The QR code] makes it easier
for fans to find their social media
which ultimately helped lead
the athletes to get NIL deals,”
Alvarez said. “So I thought it was
a super great idea and I think
it’s very beneficial [for the
student-athletes].”
“At San Jose State, I feel like
we do a great job with helping
the athletes as much as they can,”
Alvarez said. “With the Beyond
Football program, they help us a

ILLUSTRATION BY LINDSAY VILLAMOR

jersey, he thinks it’d be better for
off-season games and warm ups
because players are still deeply
attached to their player numbers.
“You have to keep the number,
obviously, because it just means
so much to a player,” Carmona
said. “[But] I hope our department
looks into it, because of the benefits
Taren Schive that it provides to all athletes.”
freshman kicker
Taren Schive, SJSU football
kicker freshman, UCF QR code’s
football jerseys is “genius.”
idea is a success because the
“Whoever thought of it is ahead university managed to attract
of the curve,” Carmona said. “Teams media attention to their players.
are trying to jump ahead and find
“I think that the bigger schools
new ways of getting players NIL are doing a pretty good job
deals, and I think what’s going to about it . . . but I feel like the
be the best way is having QR codes smaller schools can take maybe a
as silly as it sounds.”
bigger step in the right direction
He said that even though he like UCF.”
supports the QR code on the
A new NCAA working group

I think that the bigger schools are doing a
pretty good job about it . . . but I feel like the
smaller schools can take maybe a bigger step
in the right direction like UCF.
lot with our NFL deals.”
The Beyond Football program
is an SJSU program dedicated to
student-athletes for professional
success in life and off the field,
according to the SJSU athletic
department website.
Fernando Carmona Jr., SJSU
football left tackle freshman, said
he believes the QR code idea on

is reviewing NIL spending since
it was allowed in June 2021 to
create additional guidelines that
will highlight existing NCAA
bylaws forbidding financial
boosters from participating
in recruiting, according to a
May 3 Sports Illustrated article.
“NIL is a new landscape that
all of us in collegiate sports are
trying to navigate, but anything
that is for the betterment of the
student-athlete population we
serve we want to provide and
support,” Kerstein said.

Follow Eva on Twitter
@evamrt1
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News outlets trade facts for bias
Journalist’s suspicious death highlights need for accurate media coverage of international conflict

Bojana Cvijic
NEWS EDITOR

Shireen Abu Akleh, a
Palestinian American
journalist who worked as a
reporter for Al-Jazeera news,
was shot dead Wednesday by
Israeli forces in a Jenin refugee
camp in the state of Palestine,
according to the Palestinian
Health Ministry.
This is yet another attack
against Palestinians by the Israeli
occupation forces, and it’s
outrageous to immediately see
western media outlets and Israeli
military spokespeople justify her
death or blame her death on
Palestinians themselves.
Journalists at the scene said
Abu Akleh was wearing a helmet
and “PRESS” jacket clearly
labeled , and as she stepped out of
the car an Israeli sniper shot her
just below her ear.

refugee camp was relatively quiet
prior to her death, disputing
Israeli claims that Abu Akleh
was killed in a crossfire between
Palestinian gunman and Israeli
forces, according to a Washington
post article.
There is also a graphic
video circulating of Abu Akleh
being shot which supports the
journalists’ claims.
My anger not only lies with
the killing of Abu Akleh, but
in the way her death has been
reported – or not reported –
among western news media
outlets.
“A well-known reporter died
after being hit in the head by a
bullet,” Forbes magazine wrote in
a headline for Twitter today, the
tweet has since been deleted.
The New York Times wrote, “Al
Jazeera said one of its journalists
was killed in the West Bank city
of Jenin during clashes between
Israeli forces and Palestinian
gunmen,” the tweet has since
been deleted.
Regardless of whether there
were clashes or not, why is this
written in a headline as if to
justify the shooting of a journalist
in a refugee camp?
Another, which to me is one of

There is no “other side” when it comes to
genocide. When you have forces funded by
the most powerful country in the world,
with billions of dollars granted in military
aid from the U.S., forcing families out of
their homes and lands, what makes this
have two sides?
Haaretz, an Israeli newspaper,
reported in a May 11 article that
Palestinian militants fired on
Israeli forces and they returned
fire. A spokesman for the Israeli
military said, “I don’t think we
killed [Shireen] Abu Akleh,”
according to the same article.
However, multiple eyewitnesses
including two other journalists
reported that the area of the

the most egregious of them all is,
“Shireen Abu Akleh, a journalist
for the Al Jazeera network, was
killed by gunfire in the occupied
West Bank . . . the shooting
happened during an Israeli army
raid in Jenin,” reported by the
Associated Press, whose tweet
has not been deleted, but has had
updated tweets since then.
For the news outlet that

publishes the stylebook all
journalists follow, you would
think they would also follow
their standards.
An update to the AP stylebook,
which is considered to be the
golden standard of journalistic
integrity when writing in news,
states, “Avoid the vague jargon
“officer involved” or “police
involved” be specific about what
happened, if the police use the
term, ask for detail.”

Abu Akleh was not only a
journalist, but a Palestinian who
dedicated her life to making sure
the truth was reported. She was
also an American, and to see
other American journalists
report on her death like this is
unsurprising, yet saddening.
It’s also a stark reminder to
understand how we report as
journalists when it comes to
crimes like Abu Akleh’s death.

Outrage shouldn’t just be stoked because
Abu Akleh was a journalist who was killed,
but because she was a person who was
killed indiscriminately by Israeli forces.

“How was the officer or officers
involved? Who did what? If that
information is not available or
not provided, say so.”
If the Associated Press, The
New York Times and Forbes can
all do this in their reporting, why
even bother following AP style?
On May 15, 2021 The
Associated Press building in
Gaza was bombed by Israeli
forces, calling it shocking
and horrifying” while media
demanded Israel’s explanation
for the destruction of news
offices, according to another
Associated Press article released
on May 15, 2021.
Multiple media outlets continue
to under-report on Israel and
its crimes against not only
Palestinians, but journalists and
news offices. If it’s our job as
journalists to report the truth,
especially when other journalists
are killed, why obfuscate the facts
like this?
There is no “other side” when
it comes to genocide. When you
have forces funded by the most
powerful country in the world,
with billions of dollars granted in
military aid from the U.S., forcing
families out of their homes and
lands, what makes this have
two sides?

Journalists are a line of
defense tasked with the
responsibility of holding some
of the most powerful countries
and people accountable. Don’t
do their work for them.
When a journalist is killed,
it speaks volumes to the world
about how important the work we
do is, and how scared the people
in power are to keep stories like
this away from the public.
Outrage shouldn’t just be
stoked because Abu Akleh was
a journalist who was killed, but
because she was a person who
was killed indiscriminately by
Israeli forces. It reminds us of the
many lives taken, from doctors
including Rouzan al-Najjar, who
was killed as she tried to evacuate
wounded near the Gaza-Israeli
border, to a 14-year-old who went
outside after Iftar, the dinner that
breaks fasting in Ramadan.
All their lives mattered,
regardless of who they were. We
need to take a careful look at the
biases we hold while living in the
most powerful country in the
world and use our privilege to
push for what’s right.
Follow The Spartan Daily on
Twitter @SpartanDaily
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